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In vogue: Understated, innovative, Iunctinnal

‘ mycne can be an intenor
designer. But what usu-
ally ' determunes  ihe

level of appreciation is the ongi-
nality of the final result that can
refite to and mspire those who are
going m spend ther time m the
room,  says UK-returned interior
designer Debika Baneree, who is
keen to experiment in her native
Caleutta, uafter over a decade’s
stint in Europe;

The early 8Os found her crafting
mtenors  for some of South
Delhi's poshest addresses. Her
erperiments in leather were well
like by costomers and promptly
snupped up by some five-siar
hotels at the time,

A few years down the line
Debika was restoring perind prop-

crtics in Lopdon. This was fol-
fowed: by - the avant-rarde
“Debika”™ creations, made. in
Ireland from Indian silks. which
were regailed at Harvey Nicholsin
Knightshndge,

She was the only Indian 1o par-
tcipate in the Brtish Désignes
Show under her own brand name.

Later, she was 10 be infvenced
by her expostre to-Eastem Enrape

- Hungary in particular, ©1:love
the architecture of- that counmry,”
she gushes,

Diehika has jost completed her
fiest assignment 1o Caleutta, the
regional office of Pal Peugeot Lad
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on  Rawdon  Streel, She  has
worked on the project for Tive
mxcaths, The result is ber signature
minimalist stylé — understated,
mrovative aod [unclional, giving
the office a ungue FEuropean [ook,
“l love 1o axpenment. | refuse
fiers wheie (the company ' brel
lelly me 1 be conservative in my
destony, The lay-ouris - differest
froma conservatve office and this
i evident right from the  see-
through conferegnte rooms o the
high-fech  winng beneath  the

ceramic and colour-stained eedar
floars,™ she points oul

In-faid compater work-stations
i wood with wrosght on' und 4
paniry area cordoned off in perfe-
rated anodised alominium adds to
the Futuristic Took, complimented
by specially designed accessories

The fransparent company logo
that hghts up after dark 18 dlsao a
novel touch, added by the design-
er. Debiks 18 Keéen 1 spend e
time in Calcutia

She detests the fact that the city

is:gard (0 be lagging bemnd as far
as interior designing is concemed.
Criticising companies for bringing
in- hig names - from " CITER;
adding: "The immense skill of cur
craftsmen  are  well-known  but
they need o be siven:an oppontu-
nity o chaplay their talent,” she
apines, proud that her first work
wns criafted entirely in the cily.

“Thene is no reason 1or people 10
go o Mumbai or Delhi and boy
formifure. You get the best here,”
shi: suys,

*1 prefer o focus on commercial
interiars but would be happy o do
private resulence= o customer's

brief provided | have the (reedon:
to be different.”

Debika is appaled ot the sk
high prices of some of the design-
er ﬁh'miun* availablein the ity

Leeping in mind the numher o)
young people setting up home o
their own and also those who wan
o amprove their hfestylos withoul
payitg through their nose; | am
working on a range of fufnitc
and stcessories which 1 will be
launching shortly. 1 am sure 1
once these are out in the market. 1
will be tangible proof of the con
cepts | beliave in™

For further detatly contact!
Designer’s Guild,

4C, Ovrienr Row, Calcutta 17
Phone/Fey, (033) 2806194



